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The History of English Studies at the University of Basel
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1885

Germanisch-Romanisches Seminar founded

Gustav Soldan — Professor of Comparative Romance Philology who also taught English Philology

The department occupied a room at the ‘Lesegesell-
schaft’.

In 1896 an English section was added to the
Germanisches-Romanisches Seminarr.

1900s |1895 venia legendi awarded to Gustav Binz The department moved to the Bischofshof in 1900, to
Gustav Binz is remembered for publishing the Basel traveller Thomas Platter’s account of seeing a play at Augustinergasse 8 in 1907, to Stapfelberg 7 in 1917.
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, the only one of its kind. In 1904 the English section became independent
(Gustav Binz was director until 1908).
1910s [1908-1922 Hans Hecht (with interruptions due to World War 1) In 1913 the Department of English becomes a
member of the Deutsche Shakespeare Gesellschatft.
In 1912 Hecht became first chair in English Philology
1920s |1923-1937 Gustav Binz (lecturer and librarian at the UB; Modern Literature)
1925-1930 Gustav Hubener (chair of English; Medieval Language and Literature and American Literature)
Literature Linguistics / Medieval Literature
1930s [1930-1960 German-American scholar Henry Ludeke, Professor |[1932-1953 Karl Jost, Professor of The Department of English moves to Augustinergasse
of English Literature who promoted American Literature (chair and |Historical Linguistics and Medieval 19 in 1937.
head of English; Geschichte der amerikanischen Literatur, publ. Literature
1952) Student numbers in 1931: 23
1936-1972 Maria Schubiger became ‘Hilfs- |Student numbers in 1939: 43
lektorin’, taught phonetics and intonation Student numbers in 1940: 40
(In 1958 her position was changed into
‘Lektorin’ and she retired in 1972)
1939-1946 Eudo C. Mason, lector in Basel,
1940s initiated the theatre group (together with
Lideke)
1950s 1954-1959 Herbert G. Wright 1952 establishment of the James Fenimore Cooper
Foundation.
Student numbers in 1953: 53
1960s [1960-1980 Rudolf Stamm, 1968-1973 Christoph N. von 1960-1990 Eduard Kolb, Professor of In 1966 Eduard Kolb published a seminal atlas of
Professor of English and Nagy (Professor of American Historical Linguistics and Medieval English dialects entitled: Phonological Atlas of the
American Literature (Geschichte |Literature in Basel and Berne) Literature and Icelandic. He became Northern Region. The Six Northern Counties, North
des englischen Theaters, publ. chairholder in 1965 and taught Old Lincolnshire and the Isle of Man.
1951) |celandic until Oskar Bandle became
Professor for Nordic Philology in 1968. The department moved to Nadelberg 6/8 in 1968.
1966-1968 first assistant
Jorg Hasler Student numbers in 1968: 130
1969 first secretary
1970s [|Marianne Aversa In 1970 and 1972 a second and third assistant were
hired.
In 1972 the Englisch-Deutsche Studienausgabe der
Dramen Shakespeares was initiated.
SIS R O T R SL—— Student numbers in 1972: 250
Staff members in 2/2002
1980s |1980-2007 Balz Engler (English {1981-2004 Hartwig Isernhagen |1980-2003 D.J. Allerton
Literature) (American and Commonwealth  [(Modern Linguistics)
Literatures)
1990s 1990-2003 Willy Elmer (Medieval
Literature and Historical Linguistics)
2000s [2007- 2005-2008 Christoph Ribbat 2005- Students completing a degree in 2012: 87

Ina Habermann
(Modern English Literature and
Culture)

2009-
Philipp Schweighauser (North
American and General Literature)

Heike Behrens (Cognitive Linguistics and

Language Acquisition)

2003-2008 Ingrid Piller (English

Sociolinguistics and the Sociology of

English as a Global Language)

2008-

Miriam Locher (The Linguistics of English)

Students completing a degree in 2013: 74
Students completing a degree in 2014: 75
Students completing a degree in 2015: 70
Students completing a degree in 2016: 88
Students completing a degree in 2017: 73
Students completing a degree in 2018: 81
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Sources: Iris Wahlen’s Lizentiatsarbeit “English Studies at Basel University — A Historical Survey” (2000) and https://english.philhist.unibas.ch/en/about-us/historys/.
Please note: the list of employees is not complete.
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The Department of English thanks everyone who helped gather this information, and is escia grateful to: Werner Br('jnniman, Julia Brosi, Daniela Crescezi, Philipp Dankl, Balz Engler, Alexandra Grasso, Susanne Grulich, Joana Gut, Franziska Gygax, Heidi Haas,
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Course offerings (Vorlesungsverzeichnis) - then and now Student Association (Fachgruppe Englisch) - then and now

1969 1967

A\ The Fachgruppe exhibited posters of English theatre productions in the

UNIVERSITAT BASEL Kollegiengebaude.

Englische Philologie

Rudolf Stamm, o. Prof.
345. Shakespeare I, Mo. Di. Fr. 10—11.

346. Die englische Lyrik im 16. Jahrhundert, Di. 9—10.
347. Englisches Proseminar: Einfiihrung in die englische Literaturwissenschaft
(durch Dr. J. Hasler), Mo. 16—18.

1968
According to the department’s annual report, they organized an introduction
evening for first-semester students for the first time and with great success.

348 Englisches Seminar: Shakespeare’s Problem Plays, Fr. 16—18.

349. Englisches Oberseminar: The Elizabethan Sonnet, Mo. 16—18.
Dozenten- und

Eduard Kolb, o. Prof.

350. English Semantics, Mo. Do. 9—10.

3561. Altenglische Lektiire, Mi. 14—16. 1

352. Englisches Proseminar: Einfithrung in die englische Sprachwissenschaft,
Mo. 16—18.

353. Englisches Seminar: Das Englische in Schottland, Mi. 8—10.

Vorlesungsverzeichnis

Sommer-Semester 1969

1971
They published their first Anglistennews.

N. Christoph von Nagy, P. D., a. o. Prof. an der Universitiit Bern.

354. The Novels of Hawthorne, Do. 18—19.
355. Seminar: E. A. Poe’s Poetry and Criticism, Fr. 16—18.
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Maria Schubiger, Lektorin.

356. Allgemeine Phonetik, Di. 16—17, Fr. 9—10.
357. Englische Intonationsiibungen, Di. 13.30—15.

SECOND-HAND BOOK-SHOP AM ENGLISCHEN SSEMINAR
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An anderen Seminarien gibt es Blicherbiirsen, die sehr erfolgreich laufen
und offensichtlich eine Nachfrage befriedigen. Méglicherweise existiert

eine solche Nachfrage au

Collin C. Randlesome, Lektor.

358. English Grammar, Composition and Translation for Intermediate Students, ¢h am Englischen Seminar. Deshalb hat die Fach-

Do. 10—12 gruppe eine "2nd-hand Biichervermittlung" eingerichtet, Damit dafir
359. English Grammar, Composition and Translation for Advanced Students I, keine riesige Organisation n&tig ist, soll das Ganze miglichst selb-

Di. 18—20 stindig funktionieren. Dazu haben wir uns folgendes cleveres System
360. English Grammar, Composition and Translation for Advanced Students II, ausgedacht:

Do. 13.30—15.

y Wer ein Buch verkaufen michte, riillt einen Leihschein fiir die Bibliothek
361. Lecture: The Development of the English Theatre, Do. 19—20.

des Seminars aus. Nur steht Jetzt bei "Standort" nieht etwa "Auf meinem

Preis Fr. 2.— 362. Repetitorium, Di. 17—18. So g Biicherschaft, drittoberstes Brett" oder so was, sondern der Preis!
{1 mm_ q Nun werden die zwel Zettel elngeordnet. Bel den Katelkiisten flr die
en soge Bibliothek stehen zu diesem Zweck zwei neue Kartelkiistchen, bezeichnet
e ;""ﬁ.:”':i"!__"i;:;"i' mit - wie k#nnte es anders sein - "2nd hand books". Ein Zettel wird im
Timetable AT 2019 ! ersten Kistchen unter dem Autorennamen eingeordnet, der andere Zettel
wird im zweiten KHstehen unter dem Schlagwort versorgt. Und dann heisst
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday WArNen Buf-elaen. fEuLeTy.
e Title ~ Inst. Roo m |Type Title Inst. Room | Type Title ~ Inst. Rool m |Type Title Inst. Room (Type Tite ~ Inst. Rool m Piir den MHufer 1st diese System ebenfalls denkbar einfachs: Sucht er sin
' Creative Writing: CEl Academic Writing in AS ESI1 VL American Literature PS  ESHS |ACEl  Academic Writing in AS ES11 |ACEl  Academic Writingin  AS  ESHS besyimmiss, buck, Mo geRaY iR Blickiing Auvoreureglater, We: HGraus sy
songs and Poems English | SurveyIII/IV: English | English | finden, ob und von wem das betreffende Buch angeboten wird. Werden
[ Were All We Needed Neturaifisrm amd v Blcher zu einem bestimmten Sachgebiet gesucht, so sollte die Suche unter

Second Language
Acquisition

ein, zwel Schlagwirtern ebenfalls zum Ziel filhren: dem Namen und der

Modernism

Telefonnummer des Verkiufers.

Damit nun alles ins Rollen kommt, braucht es natilrlich ein gewisses

Angebot. Und da ist die Fachgruppe auf Eure Hilfe angewisen, werte

1012 |Psl Introduction I: )
und Leser. Bitte schaut

Literary Studies

Introduction to English )t ESHS [PSI Introduction to English AB ES11 |S-fhnw
Linguistics I: Structure Linguistics I: Structure
and use and use

SBA/MA | jterature to Life

Literature in English  AS  ESHS
2: Poetry

L Research methodology ML ESHS |PSI
in linguistics

Leserinnen doch mal auf Eurem Blichergestell,
werft doch mal einen Elick in die unterste Pultschublade, unters Bett,
aufs Klavier und wo sich sonst noch Literatur aufzutiirmen pflegt. Und
wenn Ihr findig werdet, auf irgendsoein Buch stdsst, das Ihr mal gebraucht

habt aber nun schon jahrelang nicht mehr in den Fingern gewendet habt,

" Introduction to
English Linguistics IlI:

Making Odd: UrsulakK P8 ES11
Le Guin, Mary Oliver,

L ASurvey of English
Literature llI:

S-BA/MA Translation, Language PP RHS0Z [Psii
Learning, and

Forensics: Applied Donna Harawa y Romantics and Language and the i
. . . ) . . dann filllt doch so ein "Gratisinserat" aus, wenn Ihr das nichste Mal am
Linguistics of English Victorians mind
Seminar seid. Und wenn Ihr GlUck habt, meldet sich bald ein KHufer,...
A~ Contemporary Poetry AS ESHS IS Temporal reference HB RHS184|S-MA  Stand Up Besten: Darilc:
! Academic Writingin  PB  ESHS |staff Current Researchin M ES13 |ACEWl  Agginst Interpretation: P8 ES11 |PSIl|ntroduction to English 2K ES11 |PSfhaw English Linguistics I: DK ES11

Anglisten'n"e'w;?l;é?l

English | English Literature and readings of culture Linguistics ll: Language Sound to sentence -
e A ngusies | S| entheming Anglistennews 1982
Renaissance
Colloa.  Research in English ~ ML ES13
linguistics 2 O 19
1416 |Psl Introduction I: SIIntroduction I: Literary RA ESHS |ACENl  Critical Texts: a survey PB ESHS |PSI ntroduction to English Jlo ES1l |PS-fhaw The English language PB ESHS
Literary Studies Studies of political writing Linguistics I: Structure in use . . y - -
Space and time in HB ESHS |S-BA  English phonology and !t ES11 [S-BA/MA Field methods in L Es11 |sBA Learning English AB ESHS |PSI Introduction I: The FaChgruppe Stl” Cont”butes to the departl I Ient S ||Ve|y CUItU re and Org anl-
language phonetics English sociolinguistics through bilingual Literary Studies

education: Policies,
practices, and
perspectives

Gertrude Bell:
Traveller, Writer,
Politician, Archaeologist

zes pub crawls, Halloween parties, end-of-term barbecues and much more!

F

SBA  Oscar Wilde and the
Fin de Siecle

1618 |SBA  The Star Wars
Franchise

I Introduction to English 2K Es11
Linguistics Ill: Language
and the mind

CEl Academic Writing in
English |

For more information
on the Fachgruppe

and their activities,
please visit:

9 Out of Africa: Novels in T KH104
English from Chinua

English as a Lingua ML KH105 [PSI  |ntroduction to English L Es11 VL Sound & Literatur
Franca Linguistics I: Structure

and use

G
P
Achebe to

Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie

English in America ML KH 120

ES = Englisches Seminar
KH = Kollegienhaus
DS = Deutsches Seminar

RH S = Rosshof, Schnitz (Rosshofgasse)
SG = Steinengraben 5
V GH = Vesalianum, Grosser Horsaal (EO.16)

* unregelmassig

The Cooper Library at the University of Basel
By Balz Engler

The Cooper Library in the English department of Basel University con-
sists of 1154 items, among them first editions, autographs and pieces of
furniture. They were given to the department by the American writer and
patron Clare Benedict. The collection represents the tastes of a wealthy,
educated American woman who spent most of her life in Europe in the
first half of the twentieth century.
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The gift to the English department did not only consist of books. In a move that may tell us
something about her attitude to the practice of literature, Clare Benedict also gave along the
shelves, a comfortable reading chair, a kidney-shaped table, an oriental rug, even a card
table (including playing cards), the bronze statue of a dog, some cutlery, a cased drinking-
glass given to her as a child by Henry James, and ribbons from the funeral of Henry Irving.
The collection also includes photographs and autographs: an envelope addressed by Queen
Victoria to the Queen of Belgium, letters by James Fenimore Cooper, Walter Scott, and
Henry James. The holdings of the library were catalogued professionally by staff of the uni-
versity library (according to author and shelf-mark).

Clare Benedict was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1870. She was a distant
relative of James Fenimore Cooper (her great-grandmother was his
sister). She was wealthy and obviously never had to work for money; her
wealth was based on steel and oranges (The Benedicts Abroad 30).

She spent much of her life in Europe, travelling with her aunt, the writer
Constance Fenimore Woolson (1840-1894), later with her mother Clara
(1844-1923), visiting places, attending festivals, concerts and theatrical
performances. She died in 1961 in Lucerne, where she had lived since
1941, and is buried, like her aunt and her mother, at the Cimitero
Acattolico in Rome.

Most of the books suggest a working library, but there are also some more precious items.
There are first editions of works by Fenimore Cooper and Henry James. There is an early
edition of Dickens’s Pickwick Papers.

Clare Benedict gave all the items mentioned here to the English department on condition that
they would stay together—as they have, first in the professors’ room, when the department
was located in Augustinergasse, and since 1968, when it moved to Nadelberg, in the office of
one of the heads of department.

Clare Benedict's grave in Rome and part of
her library that was given to the cemetery

For more information
on the Cooper Library,
please visit:

The English department of Basel university profited from her generosity in
two ways: When she lived in Basel from 1939 to 1941 she became
interested in the work done in the department, conducted by her country-
man Henry Ludeke. She helped to create the James Fenimore Cooper
Stipendien-Fonds in 1952, to support the study of Anglo-Saxon language,
literature and culture, by giving the sum of USD 20’000, equivalent to 55k |
about USD 164’000 in 2010; and on her death in 1961 she bequeathed _ -
part of her library to the department. Handwritten catalogue of the

Charles Dickens’s Pickwick Papers

Cooper Library (1838)

Christian Hanggi, Urs Hertig, Denise Kaufmann, Hans Jirg Kupper, Daniel Luthi, Mario Piscazzi, Hildegard Rauber, Manuela Rossini, Roger Thiriet, Alex Van Lierde, Iris Wahlen, Hermann Wichers (Staatsarchiv BS), Michelle Witen, and Andrea WUst.





